Preface

As states and local school districts implement more rigorous assessment and accountability systems,
teachers often face long lists of mathematics topics or learning expectations to address at each grade level,
with many topics repeating from year to year. Lacking clear, consistent priorities and focus, teachers stretch to
find the time to present important mathematical topics effectively and in depth.

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) is responding to this challenge by presenting
Curriculum Focal Points for Prekindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics: A Quest for Coherence. Building
on Principles and Standards for School Mathematics (NCTM 2000), this new publication is offered as a start-
ing point in a dialogue on what is important at particular levels of instruction and as an initial step toward a
more coherent, focused curriculum in this country.

The writing team for Curriculum Focal Points for Prekindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics consisted
of nine members, with at least one university-level mathematics educator or mathematician and one pre-K-8
classroom practitioner from each of the three grade bands (pre-K—grade 2, grades 3-5, and grades 6-8). The
writing team examined curricula from multiple states and countries as well as a wide array of researchers’ and
experts’ writings in creating a set of focal points for pre-K—grade 8 mathematics.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we thank everyone who helped make this publication possible.

Cathy Seeley Francis (Skip) Fennell
President, 2004—2006 President, 2006—2008
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
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